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Rectifying the Controversial Afterlife of Mary Wollstonecraft’s
Letters Written During a Short Residence in Sweden, Norway, and Denmark (1796)
Shirley F. Tung (Kansas State University)
Chair : Kimiyo Ogawa (Sophia University)

“Rectifying the Controversial Afterlife of Mary Wollstonecraft’s Letters Written During a Short
Residence in Sweden, Norway, and Denmark” (1796) unveils the discoveries I made at the University of
Oxford’s Bodleian Library, which contains the largest archive of Wollstonecraft’s manuscripts and personal
letters in the world. While Wollstonecraft is now best-known as the grandmother of first-wave feminism for
advocating the equal education of women in A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792), her Scandinavian
travelogue, Letters Written During a Short Residence in Sweden, Norway, and Denmark (1796), was the
most commercially successful publication during her lifetime. Yet, the initial positive and popular reception
of A Short Residence soured drastically following Wollstonecraft’s death in 1797.

A Short Residence is presented as a series of philosophical letters on the Scandinavian wilderness and

Nordic society, aiming to “trace the progress of the world’s improvement.” Wollstonecraft’s published
travelogue, however, is conflated with the private letters she wrote to her lover, Gilbert Imlay, during her
travels—though, both texts bear very little resemblance to each other. The reason for this is because the
private letters from Wollstonecraft to Imlay were published only a year after Wollstonecraft’s death— and
two years after the publication of her Scandinavian travelogue—in the first biography on Wollstonecraft,
Memoirs and Posthumous Works of the Author of a Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1798).
Written by Wollstonecraft’s widower, William Godwin, Memoirs and Posthumous Works revealed salacious
details of Wollstonecraft’s love affair with Imlay, including her giving birth to his illegitimate child, her
willingness to engage in polyamory to preserve their deteriorating relationship, and her two suicide attempts
prompted by their eventual breakup. This posthumous biography damaged Wollstonecraft’s reputation for
over a century, during which her literary works fell out of popularity. Additionally, its negative posthumous
reception history has shaped academic scholarship on her travel narrative for over 200 years.

My archival research examines Godwin’s heavy editing of Wollstonecraft’s personal letters to
mischaracterize her. I surmise that Godwin’s own Radical political leanings coupled with the brief, intense
two-year period that he was intimate with Wollstonecraft led him to write a biography that was more
speculative than accurate. I argue that Memoirs and Posthumous Works is not the definitive word on
Wollstonecraft, because Godwin was neither a reliable editor nor the most informed of biographers.
Furthermore, decoupling 4 Short Residence from Godwin’s Memoirs and Posthumous Works allows readers
to re-center Wollstonecraft’s Scandinavian travel narrative as a pioneering proto-feminist social

commentary.
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T, 74— 2AD [KRig] BT 2 ERIPER SN clgii s vz,

CHLETIVRATDIAT—NAZERRSIC, [FE] BPHRS Wz Y8, FFE NS
ZHE OB LD —EREDH /-2 EHEHZ D, L, ZORLIXEICHN Tz, 74+
—VADEPNCET 2ERICE . CaTdr v eavTaYy 2 DRSS ICb bbb
T, 77 VACTRBECELETIILAERALNL I LB o72L ) TH D,

bed Lo TEREE] © AR OBHEZHEL Tz a 7%, £ [#Y)cB3 2 EiH)

(Lettre sur les animaux, 1781) DT T 4 <= — NV ZADAKEEGm 2 JLHIITHRET L 7=, v 73, 7
VYA TEBROFTFEANE L COVEL L, 8- b 2 05 JICBE T a2/ T,
a7 OKREERIZ. £ 9 LS RBIEI OB ONTAERDP O 74 ~— VA7 & % HHI
CHETT 2 2 L TfEY BT b RT3,

ARFERTIE, vr T, HEL RO WT NI 2 O Tl FERICES W CliF OB
ZHAEL LI LRATEY, PHEOEZHFERT ZLEAZRL TSI 2ot LTWwL,
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Aesthetica EWIEBRTZ VAT AT Y « TV TDERICH R EZT LI Y Z— « Xy LHNL
TUICE o TELN/-D 1T 1735 4, % L T A Aesthetica LI N7=AK%ZHIL 72D 1 17504
Thb, LizhoT, [EY] FHFNELRORCIHSECTH L, LTHHB, Vv v - Nyl
12 1804 FEF|D TEEAM] BT, bbb oKRIC, EEEHEL EICHED > T3 b DIXTFE
L7z L TWw3, EXERIZO X ICHMBICTITS 2 I\ o 72137 €D,

AFRTIIET, BB PEICE T [EE] EWIHIFEBFAVEE 77 v AGE, HEEICBWT
EDXHICHCONZD»%METT 5, EFDILNE V2 [Z7) GO L #E —icT b2 e
MENDIETTH S,

ZDLET, N LAAT VLRI ZDFERICET 2 N4 [E¥] Znhird b0l LT
TeDh RO PICT B, EEDPANY LAVT VERICBWTZITFANLNZDIX, Z DRI AL
BOWZTHD, NV LHNT VERITODORES) # BGRAE) L HCRAEEN L IcpiF s L L dic, &6
I % 2 N Z N EATEET) & TAEE L icor T 7z, 2 E o TR ICB L Cid A BiET- L L7z
HEBFEL R, 29 LTV AHAT vidEIC [ FAEEEAESN ] (AR EH T 2 BIERES)
DL LCEFAERBUE L (Z IR BN 25 - Framilt 2 m AR o Fefl 4 2> & $2 2R
THATHLHZ), TN LTE—KR - AVTFARY =3 [FRACREEN | DL L CTES
RAZ (ZhiESmoREcET %), NI KELR24613, AL EAEEN 26 T
RESID~LHERT 23 A L o Tl v, HHEEMO A v P iE, Ny LAV T Vi [3EE] R
EEET LD, Ll AVvFARY—vicX s [ FkEES ] oo EAME &L T, @&
WREET ], AR D IRIE, AKAES) O =ik L L, A OREE 2 A RO KIE & 22 b b
i, TOXSICLTAY ME, (FEx ) (BE) icitdaboe LT &LHH) 2HEL
Teo &9 L7eRRIERZ DO TH AR L CHEZ L 723251t X I8l LT TdHh
%,

ETAM, EHEMNEEZII ) LR E N> LY B I b EHAT 2, Madikie 1o
i 18 it Ic B VT [RRELDHEY | 04 THILI N2, RERWOEYSOEIEZIBE L /2
E—1 v VX[ FAIZE 2 % (ichdenke) | (77 v M AHEH) & [T B H 4 5 (es diinkt mich) | &
FHE L, BFCEAYFOW) [FE] 28k d [BWERR] 28ME5 L FRT 2, e, hv
FEE S E. ENARKICE EE] 2 Z0RA~EWOITENh013H 5, LEZ D, EED
DIEEO FEHEETREL AT, ZOEKICEWTEAIT I8 HILORTTHH 5,

FF, I8 LFICLTRTFTH L L o liItEow xic, 18Hido A4 %k T L7z X
2B b,
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(efhfg8fh - A3 B)

Hofi - BRI E R E

WP T CTHEIND ZEDHHELE o TV E Y Y v e LTOMEIE, MAINTH Y 72
5, RERMERLLTICEVIATNG 2 & TIEMDPAI S Tz 17 HEHfE & v 5 @R % %
T, 18 MACICIZ T R 7FAE L 72 0 . [ 72 2 HIfZ 25872, ChICE > 2 EHRD—2 1%, 18
itz 2UEIC, SEERD (] 2582 —v & LTER I NS DfEIISIC X > TREEE X
NTwotbWIHETHL, ZLTINF, TNETORRTEZEZONEWV X S RO
BUEMDPIET H L W FERZ 726 L7,

ZoX57%H, 2—ry NOFELFELEICHE N TIE, MEHDOFIED R X A4 v & i
BAREIC I N LS ICmoTwotz, RERNZGZDIE, V7 A4 Y v oitd: & HLICEREFEM D
AREMEZBR L Tvio 24 2 ) 7, A4 14 OB A HBEE & 72 3 hREME TR L & I H
XL REIE T o7 7 VA, Z L TEZOMEOHEREZBEMRNICHY ATwo/ M4y
TH 5,

F A VEEEIC BT 2 SRS 5E. YR o (RABEK) L RBI N2 L%, Sy
CTLVRE, FAY w7 REKT HFEMERoESRIC, tESoREE% 55 18l
KITLenTEL, ZO—/HT, BRNIGEEL G2 Cwlflle Ihr 42V T 7TV R
ICENWTH, Ao fLicilikzZ/ R L Tz, ZZCTHEOL 7 Fy—avH—FTld, FA
VERICE TS GRAEWE) 20Tk, 12V T7TERCRONE 77 Vv AEROWE, B
X7 7 Vv ABFEIIIET 54 2 ) T EERDOER %, HEZMU THRIEL T <,

777 n (FE)

TV bh=F T4 T AT 4 (1678-1741) 220D T 7 A F ) v LBEBEFED 20D Y F &
ZFREF EW 1 o 7 (Venice, 1705)

A =T Vv FT7 =X+ Frp (1680-1757) : 320DV 7 44 ) v LBREEFED DD Y F
& w457 (Paris, 1709)

cTANT - TV —=FD bk - ~vTA (1685-1759) : 220DV 7 A XV v, V4 AT, @HEE
HEol-onyFx2 FEH EH 5 O 4HWV 399 (London, 1739)

TNV XNZRT 4TV Ny (1685-1750) 1 Fe— bt EBREFDOZOD Y F X FKE
2 BWV1034
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BEIIAET7TF—F—2BEkLAEVOD
—— 93 FDV Y ANVERICH T IBEDIEF L EXEEH>T—
I HER (FRRRE)
Al K B QLECRE)

179345 H26 HOY ¥ aNy - 7 7 7 TOEGUCHE VT, BRRAE L —VIERD X 5 IChES
WKHEOD T 5, [T RTOEPMREINALL Z, HEHIBHEA~NLELZE X, EELEAFEIN
BriCUbze &, ARIBEEL 2TdE R bR w], THICBEL7ZN) REDITENIC X -
THRARMICEE DY v v FIREABRE ., 10 HICRE)+ 2 e BUf (Eaivita) icmid
7R s - L icEANIE, i (insurrection) DRREIL 93 DY v a v FEOH
BHERIEAE T 5 ECOREN LI ER LWL 5> 2bDTH 5,

TITHEHTREIEZ, 6 24 HIcEIRE N2 1793 EBEDO AETE S 35 icid s vz [
oMM & 255 (BB AROFEHENZEET 2L &, ARICL o TE R ARDEHPICE
T IEERIIHER DI DB TH oL D MERDLDTH Y, TAEFEHEDI BT oL IR HLE S
bDTH5]) 1TiF. 4 A24 HiEH I N v RAC T — I X 2FAEDE 29 5eh3—2E D 5ER
BlFZRCCZ O ERMEINTVWEEHTH D, TOFMEL 1792 4£ 8 H 10 Ho RRER, X
WCTZOHREXHALOIEL ORI E L ZERASOFEIC X 2 EFEHH o [HIRZAN ] #it
P % FR 7B SR DB EHI N T A REZE T 2 272613, 18 AL ICBI L% 3¢ 2 BAH
HRICE o THBIET 27—~ EA2725 9,

O L-MEERICE DR ARRCTEIUTO=meFlhe L CGEmzEd 72w, $3ml o
N30, B 2 0aEEOHETH 2, FICTITL743CE, 1789 FEAME S 250 [T
Hl~DIEYT] BXOZNICH T2 [AENTER] 2MiHT 5 2 Y PR BEE 31 5005 13HY
BREOHGMRENRR OND, vy =Y a2 A a2 — A2 LIS, BRED R HE
CEDETEAIN T 1792 4 8 H 10 HLA O R ZBIT 2, Kic, ZxEER» YD
ANZ M X D D BN -EHROMBAE, T7bbH [ 7TF—%— (anarchie) | ZHHK LR nEFEIN
=D h, Z ORI AR YK S, CORBIZ, mRACZ—ARETTHRF V=V a2 AR
va=77L v RICE > ThH SR 6 3HE 10 BxQ[FACE W2V Y —GifGOlgE &
RoTWiz, 22 TRBM~OHHWSHE L COLBORFIZWLY 2285, v v Fike D
DI BRI Z TP RO IELHEICHE L TS, RIS, RITHED AL O T EET b
LEHEASWNEICD EHOEBA BT 2 93 EF0 Y vy a v ERICH VT, K2 ARDOKEOEK
B2 2 G EH OVIEEME S ORI~ EET 2 T u v %, EEAEKTH S 1793 4F
5HI0 HoueRAY LT —LOEERHEH, 2 L TE vy 2 —= 2 jREERoRHICHTI>6 A 10 H
DTa— - F -ty X 3EFHFO D2 SFCET,
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LEik & L T OIERE & FRE ) OIRFRE
wa B GRECRY: - BAREIHRE SR IHEE (PD))
Az KH R CGRETRS)

RFEROHMIZ, BEHIR AL D C2EmD% < 2 19 e (L <icT7 2 ) AERE) o)
] ARSI W TR LI N TR RERT L L HIc, 18 {Hidd (4 ¥V =D
Eh) KR OBAX %A nPsT T, TNERERZAMACHBETAREONS
DI FoNDELZLEDIIBAERDHLO0EFEZ S L TH S, EAKEFEFICE N
T, BFHIEN - 2L LEBETH Y 52 o, L DGE, LAY XLNEHICE TR
LTHwbONTWwE, 4T - vaTd— A—HFv - RNy r7=%—X F=-FYVVbHlLL?
FATHR IR, 22, I9MRAREOAANT = I =X 4, ~—=F VICE 3B EMH, 19-20 i
DT AV AEERRHICTHNTT 2 2 & T, 2D DFHICE W TG Z L TG s iz
BAZzBIE THH] oxNge L (iE—-rrndlikchsr e, $-ZolKki: TH=HH]
W TER=4GE] &I H MO Itz EET 2720 IKFHINE DD E VW) T EEHL2IC
LTWw3, ARELTIE, 7V by -rnEY, 74 VR FA—=+)—, Yav- -7V, ¢t
RN aT =) FTIR AV AT =/, KAV - FUrbwnotz 1810 CHEE) A
FHRICE I 2BMERZDOT 7 A 25D LT, FIRUTFOMEER Lz, FH—IT,
INLDBRAER (WMTFLOBGEHTIEIRV) OF 72 MickEWnTh, [HGEH 323 L b7
Y OBGHRE %2 Bk 3, IR FRILIEMHICKEVGo T 2 e 2/ 5, Hic, 18 Hid
BN FICBNTE, Eito TH=AH] o [B=0G] & v ZitmaHEIcT b2 Tcohn T
FoRnenw) T ERERL, 20 LDEREEZ DL, 7LT Vv s - X7 RIREIND
19 2T X Y W AREOBGHTF 7 T 4 7 CTIIBGERE 7T EEFNBAF ALY HBHZER T 5
EVOVREDEON DI L. AT LIBAA=HEHABA=BCEL ) ZEBELL T
o7z 18 L KPR cHLANZBADF 77 4 VicE W TiE, Bl & DG BT
LTW3DTIRARL, L oFfEEZ b D77 T —vavihlLTwd, 2D LT 2728
G TE A TE R THRBE &\ o7 ZItamic io < 19 HHHCH 2 57240 - BUa 7
IR L IR A ZHERETARMLEL R ZDTIE RV, TOMWE 18 HidicHE I N7 7 R
FEFAEDHLEZ THT,
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H s (6)

Crv=Cry s VY —DORER
— £ 592 (1T 3 probité DAL EEEFOER ——
AR B GRERYE)
Al g wie (FRREKRY)

KEETIE, Vv =Yy 7 - Y =2 F v F MABKRAICSE T 1757 4 12 H 17 HiY D
= (AT, EHfli592) 20 L. 2Tl ohdry —OEEEEOREMEZHL 21T 2

592 1CiE, (B (=Y =) PROBKZELDOVE Y THZUL, BlddAakiHL
THBLEFELTVET] twS Fy FMARKADOTELCHT LY —DGRAEEN TV S
CORGHICE T, VY —F [KE| L3l wiREEZERL AR biEmr BT %, 20
FREXZLDIE, [l & THCE] v & Th 2,

i 592 Tlx. TRE] 1k, [ 2ffx-EbolAETcHY, 20wz [ACE] o
LLTHEZOLNT WS, ThE, TR KEGROEHICE T 2 (w2 O KE ] 1ICHY
TE5E2TTTH 5, EHME592 2ot LM~ DRETHLY v v=7Fv )77 (Perrin,
Jean-Frangois, “Une questionnement radical de la civilité des Lumiéres: la question de 1’amitié dans la
correspondance de Rousseau durant la crise des années 1757-1758” in Jean-Jacques Rousseau en 2012:
Puisqu enfin mon nom doit vivre, SVEC 2012: 01,2012, p. 24 etseq.) IC X niE, vV =3z o [{EW
ZADRE] ZHAEIC, ABRADEIEE T2 [AHEWZORKE] 2% o72b0 L LTHHIL X
L LT3, 2% Y, ABRRADSEICH T 2V Y —DGHIE, DA E DL % B A
LLCEMT 2525, 2L CZOKGmL, 1758 LR, AMIBRO SR ICBET 2 vy — D
EET PO~ I HICHIETE L L5,

K%ﬁ%“ﬂi T, XTVOMRERERE X 50, 1757 FRUCER L 72 vV — L KA

g"‘%753‘ HIELLER D KEGR OO ICLED T b b Z & 2R

AT, SATOIRICHIL L e A3 o &R 592 i %, =7 vid, vV — @}i il D FE A IS
% Fﬁm‘J (] THCE] v ) =% o THfEIC Lz, ARG TR, CoEAREEZEE
200, KEmTlibi T 2 BEEO Mk L 2 OfmEH LoMEEZH O 203 2, Fric, [H#] o
SWwiiz e LCfibiLs lprobité| ORKICGERT 5, ZOMESITA@E L T, ARRA L D
BT, VY =25, “HHEOKEONIL L WO MM EZMM L &h 0 &0 X 5 I G% EH L
D EHOPITT %,

H=IC, T [probité] OFEN &G & OBERIERE 2 R0 0%, LY — B3 YIFGTA Tz
HARAEYHEREICRON L2 SR L 20 EHET 5

Bf%ic, T lprobité| O, KA, (KEI iEE‘”}‘%@g@T‘% ) vy —HY
ANDE 2T BT Y LOMELZBE I ETL % ) AehElds
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IF2YF - A= OBERFERERIICE TS [BRLER] SloEH
B OHK GUEBRERERY 227 VI —F v+ —)
Al ik % (BEIERERY)

A E, T V=Y F - N—=21C X 2 BWIEEBGE N3 2 #LH 2 iR & 5 2 & T,
ZORLHA O [HE L ER] BickiEoTonTwa 2 e 2L ICT %,

18 fift o4 v 77 v Kk, FEEEEDTH» L, ENADOVHLY 2 EREMOBE L %
I, S s 2 O KE R EHT A AL 23BN HO DS L RRERICEL b DD,
ERIRANALT 7 v EROTEN R EDOHETICH L THEFELBZ 5 2 LT, HEMNIEELEL B
M9 2 & 9ichk 2, B ERKE S CHNBEICE K S ZAH AR E N 2 /b, JEE
FE D NIRERAEAME 2 IR 3 2 FAIE R CHIGHES, MRS E2 B ET 2 8@ 2 E1ET 2 5R
B R AEIR L v 7, EBSEREE X 2 2FEOFEIEE Rk 2EEN E TE L2, 72, D
37 7 v AFMERICZ OUIBRIEICE T, 4 v 77 v F ol L [H— R ko  GEs &
FER L CRERMRAVIC SR L 72 AR RBEPERIEEREL L, N—2BFE 77 v A EmOE
K] CHHELEZYVF X —F - 774 2%, RIEEL L CbEHARY a®7 - TV R =75 L
BEF LN,

N=IWTFTARLT V=AM ) —DFREYPH L 22 T XA N TS, RO T
1%, S — 7 BEREMIEEEE D FBNER Z Db DICIFEAV T, o234 v 277 v FORA-
RHEMEOEHEEZAS LT A HEGRELZ L HEINTE 2, 20, A VIV F#E%
EE B & E® CEFIE Lo R ihniciE < BB EHIE N —2ick o T4 v 77 v FE]
D—HTH2 b, ZDOFRILICH T TS 2 BIEWIEEBE I E 22 8T FETH B
EN— 7 IR LIz, & MRIICERE LTV B,

A Cl, EHN AR 200, UTOZHEHL»ICT 5, H—Ig, ~N— 27 138
WIEEBGEZ, BICEBEERH 2 EDERICHT 28 e LTFTTidil, ¥ X MEMZ
DLDICKNTBEE LTHHFL Tz, ZoEkE, HRFEZH~DARFEE dissent # HCEH
943 2 BRVERFEEEAE DSMREE 23 R 33 L Icht$ 28— 7 o falEaic BT 5T
W3, BT, 29 LAERERORKICIIASA—27 D00 B HEK] BT 5, —2
O [#HaEEK] Blit, A ERE—2>oLREEEK T 25~ oMk 2 2 A5 TH Y,
CNTFERIEEZGE R ER oREE & Lt 2Bl a s, 3 5—o0 [#HaLEFK]
B, B LEREMSWICF UCLRGEEIETER 24 LA B TH Y, 2Bk
EHBGE % BSOS & AT REORPL 725 72,
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e T W RYE - AR SR IDIZEE (PD))

Al B B EBREAEERR)

YaFHyv -4 270D [ZERNES] (2001) TRRAENERORERL LT A= —7 -
A7 (1632-1677) BEZ LT W5, [BHENEE] oW TRE L DERR b & T
ATHb, LWVDLIF. ARXRTINDEZDL [ A/ FER] BRI TH 2 DH I D0 TIEAH
BThd, ARETI, AL/ FERLFEONLTCWETILTIZ - 77 - L—vk7 (1643-
1712) IOV TDRY 7Ly FZBKT 2 LIk ->T, 20 (2 1R R HMRERE
HHTE L 2ANE T,

ARTIND [BHERER] TIR1EZESLLT, 77V L=v & 723N I, A/ ¥
FEEELTHDONL TS, 77V - L—vFR 7, 47 v ZAEMEOHREHERRTH - 72,
Lo L, M EoRE]) (1703) HoEEBS A ) FERN EFEO N, WilioBEzEbNLE Z L &
ol NYI<Th 5,

AFELRIE, 2D L5 ICHKErs [/ FER] DLy TArziohTnizrzry - L—
VERTZBPARYICAE ) FRRBERERL Wz W BRIV, L—y R 70 [ EoX
H] 0N % To- b, YaFHy -4 2720 [EENESE] oY 23560 801,
Yatyhv - AXRTI o [RHENES] o TG Z1T 5, SRIDRERDO AR L L
T, 77V - L—VEHRZ7EFAC I FERE TR AEVLEVWIDDOTHY, YarPhv -AX7x
ND TBHENER] ZIETES (R FER] 8%k, 77V - L=V k7 2E50KA EM
FICUTEDTEEWIHHEITIDDOTH B,

Fik & L Tid, Brill ® Dutch Pamphlet Online

(https://primarysources.brillonline.com/browse/dutch-pamphlets-online) iZ 28 1F & 31T \» %
77V eLb—vikR7EED NNy 7Ly P 2t ET I FERL S, TNHD XY T Ly FTIE
77— vEhE 7 A FORMBIC-BERNL. 77 v L= VR TR TRAY ) FERE
E B TOR TS, T2, ZNLD Y TLy PITMAT, VA7 U 4T 4k
(1625-1687) o [7vF « 2 /] (1690) iIcffENz7 7y - L—VvHR 7L T4 T4ED
HEZEET 2 L2 RRRTIIITI TETH 5,
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vz, 9 LaBlns o Rz mAi, BERZ CJAA o T, Wik d KIFEIR b fliam D A HATE
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Tk, 22 THEOILERETIZ, ROT —<iEmroTARB I LIT Lz, T/
bh, BRLBROAADZ it a—~=XLDRAE LCoEW (HIFK), AHLE L 353
OHEEEE LCoRE, H20vidZzoskAe LToktoklE (FRK)., BEKoFTEAR
HORHICKENREE D> TS 2 & TR S BEEROES FH#K), 2 LT, Hitz
FRZORACETINEBERC X s T o xda e ns ot at) (BEK), 77 v %, F
AV, AFV R, HEZ T 28EEHIC, 2 LT 18 Hidt 2D HTb & - 72 #mEFE 0 SR %
LoD, RHDOFOMN L XA F IXLEHFERICFEVEI TLIT Lz,
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