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& A /v : Inand Out of Time, East and West
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This panel will examine how modern, secular and linear ideas of time intersect and/or contravene more
traditional notions of kairos, carnival, or fullness of time in both East and West in the eighteenth century.
Enlightenment thought is often rooted in religious discourse, but the growth of scientifc knowledge and
technological advancement, new cultural conceptions of time and history, were bound to lead to new
experimentation and experience of time. Even within one culture, there can be many different
experiences of time and hence several "times," for instance public time, farmining time, female time,
apprentice time, factory time, carnival time, school time, and even narrative time. Newer modes of
mechanical time were to impact literary genres such as the novel. In a very famous instance of the new
realism, Samuel Richardson has his heroine Pamela mark her journal entries by the hour as well as day
to signal the closeness of her moment-to-moment narration of thoughts and feelings. At the same time,
narratives permit an escape from chronometric time and hence many literary genres including the novel
seek to recapture a higher time that exceeds the homogenous, profane time of modernity. Benedict
Anderson has articulated how modern ideas such as the "nation” or the "people” have become possible
only within the parameters of a purely secular time. In an imagined community of simultaneous
happenings shared by a group who share the same language and print culture, it becomes possible to
imagine a radical horizontality that Charles Taylor has termed the "direct access society, where each
member is 'immediate to the whole"." Thus culturally new apprehensions of time engender new forms of
political subjectivity as well as social exchange. Ancien regime ideologies privilege a more "vertical"
notion of society in which the figure of the king functions as the apex of a hierarchical and God-given
order rooted in a higher time. Our panel will bring together papers that examine differing cultural
notions of time both in the East and West that illuminate our understanding of the eighteenth century.
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