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Protest to the Government of Japan re Academic [reedom

I am writing as President of the International Society for Eighteenth-Century
Studies (ISECS), with the full support of the Society’s Senior Officers.

The International Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies (ISECS) supports the
Japan Society for Lighteenth-Century Studies (JSECS) in its recent protest to
the Japanese government for having blocked, without explanation, six academic
nominations to the Science Council of Japan

It is a matrer of important principle everywhere that there should not be political
interference in academic matters. Tt is disastrous for the world of learning to be
silenced or censored by political power. And it is equally disastrous for the
world of politics to retreat into its own ccho chamber, without accessing the
diversity of academic expertise.

Signed on behalf of ISECS:

r{"“\v 3G

Penelope J. Corfield (ISECS Flesld\tm)

Prol. Emeritus Royal Holloway, University of London
Lgham Surrey TW20 OLEX United Kingdom
Email: president(@isces.org
Phone: [44] 07768 229673
14 January 2021
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